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TO  THE 


Physical  features 
and  general 
character  of  the 
District. 


Occupations  of 
the  Inhabitants. 


Tcwi7  Ccancil  cf  Bewdley. 


Bewdley, 

February  2nd,  1911. 


Gentlemen, 

The  Borough  of  Bewdley  is  situated  on  the  West 
bank  of  the  river  Severn,  and  on  the  slopes  of  the  hills 
which  rise  rapidly  from  tlie  river  level. 

The  area  of  the  Bprough  is  2,070  acres,  exclusive 
of  the  area  covered  by  water,  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  at  the  last  census  672,  and  the  population  at 
the  last  census  2,866,  and  it  includes  a considerable 
amount  of  Agricultural  and  Forest  land. 

A large  number  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed 
in  tiie  carpet  making  and  spinning  factories  of  Kidder- 
minster, and  these  mostly  walk  the  three  miles  to  their 
work  and  back  every  day. 

This  walk  every  night  and  morning  undoubtedly 
tends  towards  the  good  liealth  of  the  workers,  it  being 
particularly  noticeable  that  the  women  and  young  per- 
sons, who  are  largely  employed,  suffer  much  less  from 
anajmia  than  the  same  class  of  workers  who  reside 
near  tlie  factories.  Tlie  next  most  important  industries 
are  agriculture  and  the  timber  industry,  and  a large 
number  of  the  people  are  employed  in  the  various  sea- 
sons in  bark-peeling,  hop-picking,  pea-picking  and  fruit 
picking. 

There  ore  also  in  the  Borough  a Tan  Yard,  in  which 
oak  bark  is  iised  for  tanning,  two  small  Brass  Foundries, 
a small  Brewery,  and  a small  Horn  Factory.  Basket 
and  Besom  making  are  also  carried  on  by  a good  many 
of  the  people  in  their  own  homes. 

A good  manv  men  are  employed  in  the  Coal  Mines 
at  Higldey  and  Kinlet,  which  are  eight  and  six  miles 
distant  respectively. 
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House 

Acoommodation. 


It  will  be  seen  that  almost  all  these  various  occupa- 
tions are  of  a healthy  nature,  though  the  wages  as  a 
general  rule  are  not  high,  and  the  result  is  shewn  in  the 
longevity  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  houses,  especially  those  of  the  working  classes, 
are  mostly  old,  and,  of  course,  often  have  not  the  con- 
veniences of  more  modern  dwellings,  and  are  continually 
in  need  of  repair;  but,  on  the  whole,  they  are  in  a fairly 
satisfactory  sanitary  condition,  and  have  been  much 
improved  of  late  years.  There  is  abundance  of  fresh 
air  round  the  houses,  most  of  them  having  more  or  less 
garden  space  at  the  back,  and  there  being  very  few 
without  through  ventilation. 

All  new  dwellings  have  to  be  constructed  in 
accordance  with  the  Borough  Bye-Laws,  the  plans  being 
submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  the  building 
done  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

Two  new  houses  have  been  built  in  the  Borough 
during  the  past  year. 

House  to  house  inspection  is  regularly  carried  out 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

During  the  year  1910  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
paid  440  visits  and  dealt  with  174  nuisances. 

He  has  served  174  notices  of  improvements 
necessary,  eitlier  verbally  or  in  writing;  of  these  there 
have  been  ,42  written  preliminary  notices,  and  1 1 
statutory  notices. 

Under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
1890,  live  summonses  have  been  issued,  on  representa- 
tions having  been  made  to  the  Council  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  tliat  the  houses  concerned  were  unfit 
for  human  habitation;  three  of  these  were  withdrawn 
on  the  necessary  work  being  carried  out,  and  in  tlie 
other  two  a Magistrates’  order  was  made  closing  the 
houses. 

Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  1909,  the 
necessary  books  for  the  “Records  of  Inspection  of 
Dwellings”  liave  been  procured  and  the  work  of  in- 
spection will  be  proceeded  with. 


Water  Supply. 


Milk  Supply. 


Slaughter 

Houses. 


Food 

Inspection. 


Sewerage  and 
Drainage. 


Tlie  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  from  a deep 
well  and  bore  hole  in  the  new  red  sandstone,  and  is 
pumped  into  two  resevoirs,  which  supply  the  high  and 
loAv  parts  of  the  Borough  respectively.  There  is  no 
possibility  of  the  water  being  contaminated  in  any  way. 

The  supply  is  extremely  plentiful,  and  the  water 
of  very  good  quality. 

There  are  now  628  houses  supplied  with  the  Town 
Water,  the  rest  being  supplied  from  private  wells. 

The  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough  is  supplied 
from  various  farms  in  the  district,  which  are  regularly 
inspected,  and  are  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition;  the 
milk  itself  is  of  good  quality.  There  are  Bye-Laws 
dealing  with  these  matters  under  the  Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds and  Milk  Shops  Order  of  1885. 

There  are  four  Slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough, 
all  situated  in  the  populous  part  of  the  town. 

In  none  of  them  is  there  any  satisfactory  accom- 
modation for  animals  before  slaughtering,  and  in  two 
of  them  the  structure  is  very  unsatisfactory,  but,  as 
tliese  were  in  use  before  the  Act  of  187o  no  action  can 
be  taken,  beyond  seeing  that  they  are  kept  in  proper 
repair. 

No  case  of  diseased  meat  has  arisen  during  the 
year,  nor  any  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  sewers  are  old  and  mostly  made  of  briclq  two 
of  them  being  built  over  a pre-existing  water  course. 

Wliere  the  old  brick  sewers  have  been  found  to  be 
defective,  pipes  have  been,  if  possible,  substituted,  and 
all  extensions  of  the  sewers  are  of  glazed  pipes. 

The  street  catch  pits  are  in  many  cases  untrapped, 
and  there  is  at  times  an  offensive  smell  from  them,  but 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  properly  trap])ing  and 
ventilating  these  old  sewers  are,  I am  afraid,  impossible 
to  overcome. 

The  house  drains  are  some  brick  and  some  pipe 
drains,  and  freciuently  defective,  though  tliere  is  con- 
siderable improvement  in  that  respect  of  late. 
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Excrement 
Disposal  and 
Scavenging. 


Offensive  Trades. 
Lodging  Houses. 


Schools. 


Isolation 

Hospital. 


Infectious 

Diseases. 


One  portion  of  the  District  of  Bark  Hill,  to  which 
I alluded  in  my  last  Annual  Ileport,  has  been  partially 
sewered  during  the  year,  and  tenders  have  been  accepted 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  on  another  portion, 
and  the  work  will  shortly  be  put  in  hand. 

The  sewage  is  discharged  in  a crude  state  into  the 
river  Severn  by  three  chief  outlets,  at  the  bottom  of  Dog 
I.ane,  Load  Street,  and  Lax  Lane  respectively.  In  spite 
of  tlie  age  and  structure  of  the  sewers  they  work  well  on 
tlie  whole,  as  is  shewn  by  the  freedom  of  the  Borougii 
from  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

The  excrement  disposal  and  scavenging  are  carried 
out  by  Public  Scavengers,  the  night  soil  is  disposed  of 
on  the  land  of  a remote  farm,  and  the  house  refuse 
on  tlie  Corporation  Tip  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Severn. 

There  are  305  water  closets  in  the  District;  most 
of  them  discharge  into  tlie  sewers,  tliough  some  dis- 
charge into  dumb-wells.  There  are  74  pail  closets,  and 
153  middens,  which  are  regularly  emptied  by  the  Public 
Scavengers, the  former  weekly,  the  latter  as  often  as  is 
necessary. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades,  and  no  public  lodging 
houses  in  the  Borough. 

There  are  two  public  Elementary  Schools,  one 
Grammar  vSchool,  and  one  Private  School  in  the 
District;  all  are  supplied  with  the  Town  Water  and  are 
in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

Idle  Medical  Inspection  of  the  children  in  the 
Public  Elementary  Schools  is  carried  out  under  the 
W’orcester  County  Council. 

4 here  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District,  but 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  Small  Pox  can  be  sent  to  the 
Kidderminster  Isolation  Hospital. 

During  the  j’ear  there  has  been  no  serious  outbreak 
of  Infectious  Disease  of  any  kind. 

There  have  been  22  cases  of  Scarh't  Fever  notified, 
of  which  one  was  removed  to  its  own  home  in  Birniing- 
haiii,  one  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  rest  were 
satisfactorily  isolated  at  there  own  homes. 


7 


Faotories  and 
Workshops. 


Death  Rato. 


The  cases  were  all  of  a mild  type  and  no  death 
occurred.  One  case  of  Erysipelas  was  notified  during 
the  year. 

There  is  no  general  system  of  notification  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  two  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year  by  the  Parish  INIedical  Officer. 

In  any  case  when  a death  is  notified  as  being  dite 
to  this  disease  the  house  is  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  the  owner  is  instructed  as  regards  paper- 
ing, lime  wasliing,  etc. 

As  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  are  extremely 
rare,  the  Council  have  decided  to  take  no  steps  with 
regard  to  making  it  a notifiable  disease. 

Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  of  1901, 
these  are  regularly  inspected,  and  thc.y  are  in  a satis- 
factory condition.  During  the  year  34  Inspections  have 
been  made,  two  written  notices  have  been  served  and 
the  defects  remedied. 

The  Bakehouses  are  inspected  regularly,  and  are  in 
a satisfactory  condition.  There  are  no  under-ground 
bakehouses  in  the  Town.  Section  22  of  tlie  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act  1890  is  in  force  in  the  Borough. 

Tables  of  the  Inspections  made  and  their  results 
are  appended. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  43  deaths 
registered  in  the  Borough,  giving  a rate  of  lo  per  1,000 
of  the  population;  this  is  the  same  as  the  average  rate 
for  the  last  ten  years. 

Of  the  deaths  registered  there  were 

Under  1 year  10 

Between  1 year  and  5 years  1 
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Infant  Mortality. 


Birth  Rate. 


Six  of  the  deaths  were  of  people  over  80  years  of 
age  and  eight  over  70.  It  will  also  be  noticed  tliat 
tiiere  were  only  three  deaths  between  1 year  and  ’J5 
years,  two  of  which  were  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  one  family. 

There  were  10  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of 
age,  giving  a rate  of  16;j  per  1,000  children  born.  This 
is  considerably  higher  than  the  average  rate  for  the  last 
ten  years,  which  is  105  per  1,000,  but  five  of  these  deaths 
were  due  to  congenital  causes,  and  it  is  satisfactory  that 
there  was  only  one  death  between  the  ages  of  1 and  15. 


There  were  61  births  notified  during  the  year,  which 
gives  a rate  of  21 '28  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This 
is  rather  below  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  which 
is  25'35. 


The  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  in  force  in  the 
District  but  no  Health  Visitors  have  been  appointed. 


Tables  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  are 
appended. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

U.  W.  N.  MILES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages,  2,866.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  672.  Average  number  of  persojis 
per  house,  4,  at  Census  of  1901.  Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  2,070. 

tKidderminster  Infirmary  and  Kidderminster  Workhouse. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
the  Year  1910. 


At  Ages. — Years. 

Notifiable 

Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

25  to  65 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. . 

22 

9 

12 

1 

Totals 

23 

9 

12 

2 

Isolation  Hospital  at  Kidderminster. 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1910. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 
under  5 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Epidemic  Inliuenza 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 

2 

2 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease 

5 

3 

2 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

Heart  Diseases 

4 

1 

3 

Accidents 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

24 

6 

5 

13 

All  causes 

aO 

1 I 

•> 

2 

10 

25 

TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1910. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total 

under 

1 Month 

1-2  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

1 

6-7  Months. 

10-11  Months. 

Total 
Deaths 
under  1 
Year. 

All  Causes. 

3 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 1 

Congenital 

Defects  . . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes 

1 

1 

Hirths  in  the  \ ear  . . Legitimate,  o6. 


” ’)  „ . . Illegitimate,  a. 

Deaths  in  the  Year  ..  Legitimate,  10. 

” >>  ..  Illegitimate,  1. 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1910)  2,866. 
Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  50. 


1- — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Workshops  (Including  Work- 
shop Laundries 

34 

2 

Total 

34 

2 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

^^’ant  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

Total 

2 

2 

3. — Home  Work. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received  from  Employers 
sending  twice  in  the  year. 

Lists. 

Contractors. 

\\’caring  Apparel — making,  &c. 

2 

4 

Total 

2 

4 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Workshops  and  \\’orkplaccs 

21 

Rakehouses  . . 

6 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

27 

